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	In these recent Wednesday nights we have looked at the battle for the Promised Land.  There is one underlying theme through it all.  That is that Israel would only be successful if they obeyed all that God had commanded them.  This is repeated several times.  First, it was the premise at the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai.  Then it was the condition God gave to Joshua at the start of the campaign.  After the initial campaign was over and the land was being divided among the tribes at the end of Joshua’s life, he again reaffirmed the necessity of obedience to God’s law.  Tonight I want to go back and revisit these instructions and then look to the connection which these have to Pentecost which we will be observing this Sunday, May 23rd.
	God’s revelation on Mt. Sinai is the foundation of everything as to the relationship between God and Israel.  It was not only where the law was given but where the relationship as a nation was founded.
Exodus 19  “On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the Lord had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, “We will do everything the Lord has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord. 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the Lord what the people had said.
10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not approach the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain is to be put to death. 13 They are to be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on them. No person or animal shall be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they approach the mountain.” 14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. 15 Then he said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations.” 16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. 19 As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This was the prelude to receiving the Ten Commandments.  God made the relationship of a holy nation contingent upon obedience.  The people agreed.  Take note of all the extraordinary events that happened on the mountain because we will come back to that when we consider Pentecost.  The signs and the ultimate outcome of “you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” is also the outcome expected of New Testament Pentecost and its preaching of the Kingdom of God.  (Pictures of Sinai)
	This would be the baseline and detail of required obedience.  So in Joshua 1, when obedience was again referenced, this was the same requirement.  Joshua 1 has the account:  3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”
	If Israel was going to be successful in the Promised Land it would only be the result of obedience to the law given on Mt. Sinai.  So the reference point for Israel as a hoped for successful and holy nation was based upon obedience to the law.  They learned the importance of obedience when they failed to do what was required and suffered their first defeat at Ai.  After that initial hard lesson things improved for Israel over the next several years and they became a more successful nation.
	Joshua 18 records the Tent of Meeting being set up at Shiloh and the land being divided among the tribes for further action in securing the Promised Land.  18 The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there. The country was brought under their control, 2 but there were still seven Israelite tribes who had not yet received their inheritance. 3 So Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long will you wait before you begin to take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given you? 4 Appoint three men from each tribe. I will send them out to make a survey of the land and to write a description of it, according to the inheritance of each. 
	The land was apportioned to the tribes and once again Joshua rehearses for the people what has taken place: 	11 “‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’ 14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.” 21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and obey him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the Lord. 27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance.”
	In the post-Joshua era very little had changed.  Israel, if it was to be the successful holy nation belonging to God, had to obey the law given on Mt. Sinai.  There would be a kingdom, here called a holy nation, but it would only exist in correlation to Mt. Sinai.  The reference point I am trying to show is found at Mt. Sinai.  This is significant because the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai became the central focus of the Feast of Pentecost up until we get to Acts 2. 
	After the resurrection Jesus was teaching about the Kingdom of God, in Acts 1 the disciples wanted more information about that and wondered if this was to be the time that Jesus restored the kingdom to Israel.  Jesus answered they didn’t need to know when, they only needed to know how.  Knowing how would be revealed to them on Pentecost when they would be empowered to carry out the mission of the Kingdom of God.
		Jeremiah had prophesied a day when the law would no longer be on tablets of stone but on the tablets of the heart.  “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.[footnoteRef:1] This is what God wanted from Israel at Sinai and what he would commence at New Testament Pentecost.  In order to show the connection between the two, several remarkable signs would accompany the new Pentecost that would also remind the observant of the Old Testament Pentecost.  [1:  Jeremiah 31:33] 

		Here is how Acts 2:1-8 reads: “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?”
There were the same or similar signs at both Mt. Sinai and Pentecost of Acts 2. 
		The cloven tongues of fire reminded them of Sinai where the words of God divided into 70 tongues of fire, representing the tongues of the 70 nations.  In Jewish thought, the world is divided into Jews and 70 Gentile nations.  According to the tradition there were literally tongues of fire at Sinai which sat upon the people of Israel like a diadem or crown.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lecture XVII.8, p.  126-128.  See also the following footnotes. He said, “He sat upon them in the form of fiery tongues, that they might crown themselves with new and spiritual diadems by fiery tongues upon their heads.”] 

		On the day of Pentecost, when the tongues of fire sat upon the 120,[footnoteRef:3] this came as no particular surprise to those present.  Israel had seen it before.  By seeing it again, they clearly made the connection that what God had done at Sinai, he was doing again.  God had made a covenant with Israel at Sinai.  Now he was communicating the new covenant with Israel and those who would believe, the very Covenant that Ezekiel and Jeremiah had foreseen.  [3:  Chrysostom in Homily IV on The Acts of the Apostles, (Vol 11, p 25) says that it was not upon the 12 but the 120 that the Spirit came, otherwise the prophecy regarding all flesh, including sons, daughters, and young and old men could not have been fulfilled as Peter preached.] 

I am building a case here.  First, Jesus spoke through the Holy Spirit to recruit his apostles to take the message everywhere.  Second, the disciples were to wait for the Holy Spirit because he would help them be witnesses to the whole world.  Third, in the Old Testament Pentecost was when God gave the law to Moses, it also had an international flavor because the Ten Commandments were spoken in the languages of the whole world.   “Aramaic Targums of the Tanach and the Jewish Hellenistic writer Philo explain that God’s words at Sinai came first as flames which then became words and voices [Texts 2 & 3].  The rabbinic tradition also mentions that the words from God were divided into seventy tongues of flames--i.e. the tongues of the 70 nations.   The same rabbinic tradition also explains that the glory of God descended upon the heads of the Israelites as divine diadems when they received the Torah at Sinai [Text 4].” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Quoted from Kvarme’s book on Ephesians, page 10.  Note:  A Targum is an Aramaic translation or paraphrase of an OT book.  The Tanach is the Hebrew word for the Old Testament taken as a whole.  It has three divisions:  Pentateuch or Torah, Prophets or Nebiim, and the Hagiographa or Ketubim.] 

	So both Old Testament Pentecost and New Testament Pentecost have similar methods and goals.  Bottom line, we are dealing with really good news when it comes to Jesus and everybody should get the chance to hear the message in their own language. 
		The sound of the rushing mighty wind reminded them of the growing sound of the trumpet on Sinai.[footnoteRef:5]  The great sound that accompanied God’s speaking at Sinai was echoed at Zion.  Again, it was not just that a sound was present, but it was a sound that reminded them of God’s presence on Sinai and communicated that this was an event of equal significance. [5:  Exodus 19:16-19.  On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled.  Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him] 

		The speaking in tongues reminded them that at Sinai, God’s words came first as flames of fire which then became words and voice.  When God spoke, they could both see and hear his words.  They could see them in stone, but also hear God speak in their language.  At Zion, this was how God manifested himself.  First came the sound, then the fire, then his Spirit speaking through the believers in words which could be heard.  The glory of God has spoken by the Spirit in the tongues of those who were present to listen.  The spoken languages were a physical evidence that God had spoken.  God spoke to Israel on Sinai with physical evidences.  Now he speaks to the world, also accompanied by evidence that it is God and not another who is speaking.[footnoteRef:6] [footnoteRef:7] [footnoteRef:8] [6:  Kvarme, page 10 writes:  “Aramaic Targums of the Tanach and the Jewish Hellenistic writer Philo explain that God’s words at Sinai came first as flames which then became words and voices [Texts 2 & 3].  The rabbinic tradition also mentions that the words from God were divided into seventy tongues of flames--i.e. the tongues of the 70 nations.   The same rabbinic tradition also explains that the glory of God descended upon the heads of the Israelites as divine diadems when they received the Torah at Sinai [Text 4].”  Note:  A Targum is an Aramaic translation or paraphrase of an OT book.  The Tanach is the Hebrew word for the Old Testament taken as a whole.  It has three divisions:  Pentateuch or Torah, Prophets or Nebiim, and the Hagiographa or Ketubim.]  [7:  Philo, The Decalogue, 45-46:  “They had cleansed themselves with ablutions and lustrations for three days past, and moreover had washed their clothes.  So in the whitest of raiment they stood on tiptoe with ears pricked up in obedience to the warning of Moses to prepare themselves for a congregation which he knew would be held from the oracular advice he received when he was summoned up by himself.  Then from the midst of the fire that streamed from heaven there sounded forth to their utter amazement a voice, for the flame became articulate speech in the language familiar to the audience, and so clearly and distinctly were the words formed by it that they seemed to see rather than hear them.”]  [8:  Fragment-Targum (from the Cairo Geniza) to Exodus 20:2 said, “I am the Lord:  The first commandment, when it left the mouth of the Holy One Blessed be He,...as meteors and lightening and as torches of fire; a fiery torch to its right and a fiery torch to its left, which burst forth and flew in the air of the heavenly expanse; it proceeded to circle around the camp of Israel; and then was engraved upon the tablets of the covenant.”] 

As noteworthy as it was, the significance of NT Pentecost was not just the signs similar to Sinai.  The important point is what happened after Pentecost.  Jesus was most concerned about what followed and said as much in Acts 1:8 “8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” 
		The disciples had been full of joy and exuberant worship.  They loved the temple and were there all the time.  One thing more Jesus wanted them to have—the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  Why did he want that?  He wanted the results that would flow from it.  
		The power to be his witnesses was connected to the Holy Spirit.  The power to think, speak, and act for Jesus comes from the Holy Spirit.  The power to teach the nations to obey everything Jesus had commanded came from the Holy Spirit poured out.  This was how the holy nation was to come about. 1 Peter 2:9 has the anticipated result:  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”
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